The Story of British Diplomacy
Henrietta Maria, forms a familiar episode in genera! history.
At first the choice of the daughter of Henry of Navarre may have pleased English taste. That feeling disappeared so soon as Englishmen realised the foothold in the realm given by details of the marriage treaty to papal projects. Yet, in spite of all this, the general drift of English diplomacy at the beginning of the Stuart epoch was decisively Protestant. One instance of this, not yet mentioned, is the episode of the Juliers and Cleves duchies. That affair, occurring in 1609, calls for a few explanatory words. The Duke of Brandenburg and the Duke of Neuburg, both Protestants, claimed the succession to supremacy in the two duchies. By an act of arbitrary intervention the Emperor Rudolph gave the duchies to his relative, a papist, the Archduke Leopold. On this the two ducal and Protestant claimants united in common cause against the Imperial nominee. English diplomacy was then entirely in Cecil's hands. In other words, its Protestantism and patriotism were beyond suspicion. After a short time spent in negotiations, England, the German Protestant Union and France prepared to support by arms the two dukes whom the emperor had. displaced. This piece of military policy succeeded and the two dukes regained their thrones. No manifestation of the anti-papal spirit now dominating the foreign policy of England could have been more emphatic or opportune, it was followed by, and may have constituted a preparation for, the distribution of international sympathies that marks the English attitude during the Thirty Years' War. With that struggle
our concern here is, of course, but secondary.    Nor in
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